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Introduction and Methodology

 Gregg, Kelly, Sullivan & Woolstencroft: The Strategic Counsel is pleased to 
present findings of The Globe and Mail/CTV Polling Program for July 2006. 

 Results are based on tracking among a proportionate national sample of 
Canadians 18 years of age or older.  

 Interviews were conducted between July 13th and July 16th, 2006. 

 The following table outlines the sample distribution and associated margin of 
error.

 Note:  Proportions may not sum to 100% due to rounding.
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Sample Distribution and Margin of Error
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What is the most important issue facing Canada?
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Q. In your opinion, what is the most important issue facing Canada today – that is the one that you are most concerned about?  [question wording in Nov polls:  As you 
may know there has been considerable discussion about the possibility of a federal election in the near future.  In your view what is the most important issue in the 
next election – that is the one about which you are most concerned?]

Base: Total Sample
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How would Canadians vote today?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Q.   If the federal election was being held tomorrow, do you think you’d be supporting the (ROTATE LIST) Liberal candidate in your area, Conservative candidate in your 
area, the NDP candidate in your area, or the Green Party candidate in your area or (QUEBEC ONLY) Bloc Quebecois candidate in your area?

Q. In that case, which party’s candidate in your local area would you be leaning towards at this time?  Would it be the (ROTATE LIST) Liberal candidate in your area, 
Conservative candidate in your area, the NDP candidate in your area, Green Party candidate in your area or (QUEBEC ONLY) Bloc Quebecois candidate in your 
area?

Base: Total sample
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Right Track or Wrong Track?

Q. Right now, do you think that overall the country is on the right track or the wrong track? 
Base: Total sample
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*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec



STRICTLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL   8

Do Canadians approve of Stephen Harper’s and the 
Conservatives’ performance so far?

Q.   As you probably know, it’s been almost six months since Stephen Harper and the Conservatives formed the Government of Canada.  Overall, how would you judge 
their performance in that period of time … would you say you strongly approve, approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove of the job they have done?
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Are the Conservatives performing better or worse than Canadians 
originally expected?

Q.   And compared to when they first took over, would you say they are performing much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse or much worse than 
you originally expected?
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Do Canadians Support or Oppose Sending Troops To 
Afghanistan?

Q.   Overall, would you say you strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose the decision to send Canadian troops to Afghanistan?
Base: Total sample
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Are things in Afghanistan going better or worse than expected?

Q.   And from what you’ve heard, would you say things in Afghanistan are going much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse or much worse than 
you originally expected?

Base: Total sample
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How long should Canadian troops stay in Afghanistan?

Q.   If you had your way, would you have Canada keep troops in Afghanistan for as long as it takes to stabilize that country, for a limited period of time – say 2 or more 
years – and then bring them home, or bring them home right now?
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Has Canada’s relationship with the U.S. improved or worsened 
since the Conservatives have been in government?

Q.   How would you describe Canada’s relationship with the United States since Stephen Harper and the Conservatives have been in government.  Would you say 
relations have improved significantly, improved somewhat, stayed about the same, worsened somewhat or worsened significantly?
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Is that a good thing or a bad thing?

Q.   And do you think that is a good thing or bad thing?
Base: Total sample
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Do Canadians think there is more or less terrorist activity in 
Canada compared to other countries in the Western world?

Q.   As you probably know, terrorist suspects continue to be rounded up and charged around the world, including recently in Canada.  Do you think there is significantly 
more, somewhat more, about the same, somewhat less or significantly less terrorist activity in Canada, compared to other countries in the Western world?
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What do Canadians think about our ability to find and charge 
terrorists compared to other countries in the Western world

Q.   And how able do you think Canada is to find and charge these terrorist suspects compared to other countries in the Western world?
Base: Total sample
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Will the requirement to have a passport to enter the U.S. make 
Canadians more or less likely to travel there?

Q.   As part of the war on terror, the United States has said that all foreign travelers entering or Americans returning to their country, will be required to carry a passport.  
How, if at all, will this affect your travel plans to the United States.  Do you think this will make you significantly more likely, somewhat more likely, won’t have an 
effect, somewhat less likely, or significantly less likely to travel to the United States?
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